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Preface to the fourth edition

A Practical English Grammar is intended for intermediate and
post-intermediate students. We hope that more advanced learners
and teachers will also find it useful.

The book is a comprehensive survey of structures and forms,
written in clear modern English and illustrated with numerous
examples. Areas of particular difficulty have been given special
attention. Differences between conversational usage and strict
grammatical forms are shown but the emphasis is on
conversational forms.

In the fourth edition the main changes are as follows:
1 Explanations and examples have been brought up to date.

2 There is now more information on countable and uncountable
nouns, attributive and predicative adjectives, adverbs of place,
sentence adverbs, cleft sentences, prepositions, conjunctions,
modal verbs, perfect tenses, infinitive constructions, the
passive, purpose clauses and noun clauses.

3 Some material has been rearranged to make comparisons
easier. For example, parts of chapters on can, may, must etc.
are now grouped by function; verbs of liking and preference
have a chapter to themselves; suggestions and invitations have
joined the chapter on commands, requests and advice.

4 The contents list now summarizes every section heading, and
there is a new index containing many more entries and
references.

In this edition the sign ‘~’ is frequently used to denote a change
of speaker in examples of dialogue. Note also that although the
sign ‘=" sometimes connects two words or expressions with the
same meaning, it is often used more freely, e.g. to indicate a
transformation from active to passive or direct to indirect speech.

We wish to thank all at Oxford University Press who have
assisted in the preparation of the fourth edition. We would also
like to thank Professor Egawa of Nihon University, Japan,
Professor René Dirven of Duisburg University, West Germany
and other colleagues for their friendly and helpful suggestions.

London, November 1985 A.].T. AV.M.



Loi nod din

Quyén Practical English Grammar (Van Pham Anh Ngit Thie dung
duoe bidn soan riéng cho cde hoe vien thupe trinh dj trung cip va nAng coo
Ch.nng toi hy vong riing cde hoc vién thupe trinh dp cao va thhy cb gifio cing
thay sdch nay hin ich.

Todn bo quyén sdch nay la mot cong trinh nghién ety gbm cde cu tric vi
dang thé, dugc trinh bay 16i van 1o rang cta ti€éng Anh hién dai va duge minl
hoa biing vb 86 cde vi du — Nhimg phén phic tap dac biét duge luu ¥ rit ki
luong. Nhimg diém khdc biét giim 16i véin dam thoai va cdec dang thé thufr

ngd phdp cing duoc néu ra nhung viee nhin manh lai thién vé cdc dang thi
thudc van néi.

Trong &n ban méi nay cé nhimg buée thay déi chii yéu nhu sau:

1. Phan dién giai va vi du da dugce cap nhit. :

2. C6 thém nhiéu thong tin hon vé cdc danh tir dém dugc va khéng dén
dugc, cdc tinh tir lam hinh dung tir va thude tir, cde trang tir chi noi chén
trang tir gitr vi tri theo chic nang trong cu, cdc chu duoe tdch roi (boi mot cau
ngan hon goi la ménh dé), cde gioi tu, lien i, dong tir hinh thdi, cdc thy
hoan thanh, cdc cdu tric nguyén thé, thé bj dong, cac ménh dé ch k
va ménh dé danh tir, '

3. Mot s6 van ligu ciing duge. siip x&p lai d€ khién ¢
sanh dugc dé hiéu hon. Ching han nhu nhimg phin thud:
cdc dong tir hinh thai can, may, must v.v.. duge phan nhé
nhimg dong tir chi s¢ thich hay mdc d¢ thich hon d
chuong riéng; nhimg loi dé nghi va nhimg 151 moi duoc
cap dén ménh lénh, 1di yéu chu va 13i khuyén.

4. Bang muc luc trong sach nay duoc ghi tém tit ¢
¢6 bang muc luc tra ciu méi duoe siip x&p theo ¢

thém nhiéu cde muc tir va diém tham khao.
Trong &n ban méi nay, ky hisu “~” thu
thay doi ngudi néi trong cde vi du vé d6i
déi khi ky hiéu “=” néi hai tir hoac hai tir ng
né lai duoc dung khong chat go b, v.d. dé ¢
dong sang dang cdu bi dong hoac tir 1oi noéi t
Chiang toi mong ring quyén sgch nay sé gép
duoc tién bo nhiéu trén buse dudng trau ddi ki
Chac céc ban thanh céng tot dep.
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